
  

October’s Featured Speaker:  

Joe Bartoszek 
Oculina Research Reserve   

Joe Bartoszek is a retired NASA engineer with 29 years 
of government service. Right after he graduated col‐
lege in 1977 he landed a job with NASA that paid real 
money. Joe, then an avid diver for over a dozen years 
obtained his 1st instructor's rating through NASDS. 
Several years later he crossed over to PADI. In 1998 he 
crossed over to NASE, a small organization compared 
PADI but they were much more conducive to inde‐
pendent instructors as he was launching his own busi‐

ness, "Cocoa Beach Scuba Odyssey" . Joe also became certified through the Handicapped 
Scuba Association, which he says was the most difficult training of all the agencies. 

Oculina varicosa or the ivory tree coral is a deep water coral that forms a reef (the Oculina) 20 miles offshore and stretches from 
Daytona Beach to Ft. Pierce.  It was designated a Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC) in 1984 by the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council and was closed to all manner of bottom fishing in 1994 and designated an Experimental Oculina Research 
Reserve .   

Joe's interest in Oculina was sparked during his final years with NASA when he took a job in "New Business Development". NASA 
was encouraging sharing resources with private industry and other government agencies. Joe's target was NOAA, knowing they 
were doing major research off Cape Canaveral. Realizing the Shuttle booster recovery ships were under utilized with just 4 Shuttle 
missions per year...He formulated agreements with NASA and NOAA to use these ships to help NOAA with their research of Ocu‐
lina...It was a win win situation. The ships were more utilized keeping the NASA crews sharp and NOAA got great deals on the ships 
(basically fuel cost). They would have had to spend much more money for private charters. 

Joe has certified more than 500 divers making him a Master Instructor and accumulated at least 5000 dives. He is also an accom‐
plished underwater photographer  

October 2009 

Since 1984 

Down Under 
Dive Club 

DUDC Monthly Meeting 
is Wednesday, October 14th  @ 7:00 pm. 

Inside this issue: 

 Congratulations to  
Last Months Winners: 

Vicky Spang (NEW MEMBER &  Newly Certified 
Diver!!) won a Mesh Gear Bag 

Roland Bourgeois won a Small Dry Case 
David Slonim won a Weight Bag 

John Karuza won a Instrument Sleeve 
Henry Schoepp won Dry Bag 

Speaker for October 1 

Calendar 2 

My Dive Log 2 

President’s Address  3 

Ascent Rates & Safety 
Stops 

4 

About Our Club & For 
Sale 6 

Keys Trek 5 



 

PAGE 2 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB OCTOBER 2009 

Event  Time   Member's 
Cost                   

 Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Meeting   
Indian River Lagoon House 

Wednesday, 
9/9/09 @ 7:00 p.m.  Free    Bill Allen ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  
**Meeting place TBD 

Monday 9/24/09 @ 6:30 
p.m. Free  Contact any Board Member to Attend 

Keys Trek:   
1. Sat AM  (double dip on the Spiegel)  
Requires advanced certification 
2. Sat PM (Snapper ledge and another 
shallow reef) 
3. Sun AM (Eagle and alligator 
reef)  Requires advanced certification 

10/30/09 to 11/1/09 $249 Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the scheduled 
event or with a paid replacement diver.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation period is subject to board 
approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  Money and deposits are refunded when 
dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  NON-MEMBERS ADD $5. 

 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     

Little Cayman 6/26/10 to 7/3/10  Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Blue Heron Bridge 10/18/09 @ 8:56 Free Jeri Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Excerpts from My Dive Log 

By Jeri Curley I sit on the beach watching the kaleidoscope of blues and greens tumbling to shore and twinkling on the horizon.  The clouds, fluffy and white, appear painted on a pale blue sky.  The slats of my well worn chair impress their memory onto my skin as the sun warms my heart and the salt air invades my soul.  Droplets pool around the glass beside me as the ice in my drink begins to melt.  I still feel the gentle swaying of the boat, though I’ve been sitting here for some time.  I close my eyes and I see once again the juvenile slender file‐fish trying to hide behind the gorgonian.  Timid, he darts from one side to the other as I try to focus my camera.  Patience wins out in the end and I get my shot.  It was a day for patience, great patience.  The yellow headed jawfish peaking out of his burrow in the sand, the garden eels frowning as I invade their plot of sand.   I chuckle to myself as I recall the puff of blue ink  the octo‐pus aimed in my direction or the spotted eel that took a sudden and fervent dislike to the dome port of my camera housing.  Today’s dive is but a memory.  Tomorrow will bring another great day of diving and my camera, my lifelong friend, will be there at my side. 
Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



We have been diving this summer.  The club has been busy 
and there are more dives being planned.  We have the annual 
trek to the Keys coming over Halloween weekend.  Rooms 
have been reserved.  So, if you haven’t been out with us on a 
trip or two you’ve been missing out on some great opportuni-
ties.  I really can’t recall the last time that I’ve seen so many 
nice and basically flat days on the ocean.  Great conditions 
don’t come by all the time. 
The last dive I made was with Lady Go Diver.  Our first dive 
was on the Captain Dan.  This is a sunken Coast Guard vessel 
and it is always a neat dive, full of fish life and easy to pene-
trate.  We then moved on to a site called the Sea Emperor, a 
sunken barge that is capsized with all kinds of concrete culverts around it.  They do tend to fill with fish, 
eels, and lobster.  It was another good dive.  It wasn’t necessarily our first choice for a second dive but with 

heavy weather moving in on us from the south it 
was the smart choice.  And the really great part of 
this whole day is that the boat was filled with 
DUDC members.  Only people on the boat not in 
the club was the boat crew.  Now this is a situation 
that is really great because we can set our own 
dive sites (weather permitting).  There were 21 
club members on the boat and that is an out-
standing level of participation. 
Yes, we are back to diving.  And a big thank you 
to everyone who participates in club events.  That 
is the single most important thing that any of us 
can do to make this not just a dive club but a really 
great dive club.  That level of participation is a 
very real reward for me and the rest of the club 
board.  Keep diving with us and let us know what 

you think of our efforts on your behalf. 
And here’s something for everyone to think about.  Remember Terry Peterman’s suggestion regarding our 
newsletter.  Make a copy of it and leave it in a common area at work.  Just one copy in one area used by a lot 
of people.  Someone might see it and decide to check us 
out.  And my suggestion, invite someone you know who 
is a diver or wants to learn to come to a meeting.  Let 
them check us out and maybe join.  This is a “the more 
the merrier” kind of organization. 
So let’s dive.  Conditions have been near perfect and it 
looks like they will remain that way.  I look forward to 
seeing all of you at the next meeting on September 9 at 
the Lagoon House.  The pool is open so dive, dive, and 
then dive some more. 

Bill Allen, President 
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President’s Message 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



PAGE 4 DOWN UNDER DIVE CLUB OCTOBER 2009 

 

Ascent Rates and Safety Stops By Terry Peterman      There is a lot of misunderstanding and even controversy surrounding the role of assent rates and safety stops.  Whenever your moving to a shallower depth or to the surface your doing a form of decompression.  This is some‐time a difficult concept for recreational divers because they were instructed on decompression requiring going beyond limits and requiring stops.  However ascending at the proper rate is an  important decompression procedure.  We all learned that ascending at a 60ft per minute rate is the proper rate of ascent for proper decompression.  But where did this rate come from?  When Haldane devised his original tables the figures were based on a 60 fpm as‐cent rate most likely because it was a reasonable rate for bringing a tethered diver to the surface.  The Navy adopted these tables in 1916; but for some reason the Navy changed this ascent rate to 25 fpm in 1943.  In the mid 1950’s the Navy developed an new set of tables, the Hard Hat Divers argued for the 25 fpm ascent rate, the newly formed frogmen argued for a faster 100 fpm rate.  As a practical compromise that had no basis is science.  They decided on the 60 fpm rate.  We have used it ever since.     In the 70’s using a Doppler bubble it was discovered that there was a high incidence of asymptomatic (Silent) bubbles in divers after surfacing within no decompression limits.  There was an argument to slow the prescribed assent rate, but the Navy did not feel the need alter their 60 fpm rate.  It was dive computers that brought the is‐sue back in the spotlight, some manufactures wanting to slow the ascent rate to 30 fpm.  However Dr John Lewis of The Oceanic Corp made a convincing argument for keeping the 60 fpm rate.  The problem in the models is the assumption that Divers are actually ascending at 60 fpm.  This rate is dismally slow in the scheme of things.  Fol‐lowing bubbles has the problem of bubbles getting bigger as they ascend and going faster.  The only good way to follow this rate is to use a rate meter, which is built into most Dive Computers.      Enter the Safety Stop.  A study done many years ago showed that a 2 minute safety stop after a 100ft dive for 25 minutes lowered the amount of silent bubbles by a factor of 5 and a 1 minute stop at 20 ft plus 4 minutes at 10 ft practically eliminated silent bubbles.  To be effective we need to develop good diving habits for ascents and safety stops.  First, don’t be tempted to use your BC for ascent buoyancy.  You should dump all the air from your BC be‐fore reaching 20 ft.  Use an ascent line when possible. But be cautious of an anchor line in rough seas, it can be dangerous and impractical.  Practice hovering between 10 and 20 ft.  Be careful to maintain your safety stop depth between 10 and 20 ft.  Remain at your Stop for at least 3 to 5 minutes.  Forget the be back on the boat with 500 psi rule.  It would be more correct to say be back at your safety stop with 500 psi.  Rushing a safety stop to save air is unnecessary.      It’s important that we do anything we can to keep the risks of DCS as low as possible and controlled ascent rates and Safety Stops are a vital part of it.  Be safe and I’ll see you at the anchor. 

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  Photo by Jeri L. Curley  
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Key’s Weekend Halloween Bash – October 30st to November 1st Come spend Halloween w/ the Down Under Dive Club while we search for treats on the wonderful dive sites in Key Largo!   This is always one of our most popular trips and always a lot of fun.  And I am excited to say that we have been able to work out a GREAT rate this year.  Two night accommodations and three 
dive trips (6 dives total) for only $249!!!! We will be staying at the Ocean Pointe Suites in Key Largo on Fri‐day and Saturday night.  Saturday morning (Halloween) we begin our dive adventures with a double dip on the Spiegel Grove.  For those of you that have not dove the Spiegel before, she is an ad‐vanced wreck and the dive charter DOES require advanced certifi‐cation.  If you are not advanced certified, they require that you hire a dive guide.   The Spiegel sits upright in 140 feet of water.  At over 500 feet in length, she is just TOO BIG to see in one dive.  Hence…  The double dip  ;‐)  After the first dive, we will take a one hour surface interval while the boat moves to a new mooring ball.  The typical profile on this wreck is in the 90‐100 foot range.  The deck is at about 100 feet and everything really worth seeing is above that.  For example, the guns, the pilot house, the cranes.  Really, not much reason to go beyond that.   After a professionally catered lunch J  Okay…  maybe we all call in an order and have it waiting once we get back to dock…  We will head out for what I usually find to be the best dive of the weekend every year – Snapper Ledge.  Max depth is only 25 feet (and I had a shovel with me).  The ledge is not very long, but it sure earns its name with the enormous amount of snapper here.  I have seen sharks, eels, eagle rays, turtles, you name it, here.   The second dive will be captain’s choice…  But it will be another shallow ledge. Sunday morning we normally do the Duane.  But this year, we are changing it up a little bit and doing the Eagle and a shallow reef (Alligator reef).  The Eagle, while not as deep as the Spiegel is still considered an advanced wreck dive.  She is a 270 foot long freighter that sits in 100 feet of water.  She was torn in two back in the 90’s by a hurricane, but still an outstanding dive. Sign up early and start working on the under‐water pumpkin carving skills! For questions or to sign up, contact: Michael Wheat Michael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Photo by Michael Wheat  

Photo by Michael Wheat  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  

Photo by Jeri L. Curley  



 
 

 

 
 

The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east central coast of Florida. 
Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our 
mission is to promote safe, organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, 
and encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our past dives covered 
the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives, live-aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a diverse group 
of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 65+ with all certification levels from new 
Open Water divers to Instructors. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the Indian River Lagoon 
House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each 
month and we book a fascinating assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in 
SCUBA diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and have some fun! If 
you have any questions, you can E-mail us at info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com 

Vice President:                     Michael Wheat mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com 

Secretary:                       Jeri L. Curley jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com 

Membership:                 Craig Capion ccapion@downunderdiveclub.com 

Safety Officer:  Terry Peterman tpeterman@downunderdiveclub.com 

Dive Coordinator:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com 
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 ITEMS FOR SALE OR TRADE:  If you have any 
items you wish to sell or trade, send an email 
with a brief description to 
jcurley@downunderdiveclub.com.   

PHOTOS FOR SALE:  Help support a starving 
diver/artist.  Jeri Curley has her dive photos for 
sale.  You can purchase them at the monthly 
club meetings or at Sea Level Scuba.   

COMPLETE SCUBA GEAR FOR WOMAN  
Size Medium, Used 103 Dives, Well Maintained 

$500 
MaryKay Chable 321‐544‐2729  

Two Tanks Hydro‐tested  March 2003, Visual Sep‐
tember 2006; Body Glove size medium, excellent 
condition, Cold water wet suite used 5 times size M; 
Black and Blue Dive Skin For Summer; Two Hoods, 
Weights and weight belt; Tusa Vest – excellent con‐
dition; American Divers regulator complete gear 
and hoses – Serviced September 2006; Boots size 
medium 9 – 10, Pink Fins; Pink Gloves, Knife, Dive 
Watch Free Style Predator; Dry Bag, Pink Dive Bag; 
Orange Inflatable Emergency Sausage / Whistle  

USED DIVE GEAR AT SEA LEVEL 

Used Classic Plus w/ Air2 ‐ 1 year old, excellent 
shape, comes with warranty $500 
Used Mk25 X650 ‐ 1 year old, excellent shape, 
comes with warranty $400 
Used rental bcd ‐ 2 years old, good shape, rebuilt 
inflator $199 
Used Ladies Med Everflex 3mm 1 piece wetsuit 
$149  

Women's O'Neill 3/2 mm full wetsuit, size 12; 
gently used; excellent condition. $30.  Judy 
Hesselbacher 321‐676‐3326. If no answer, 
please leave a message or send email to      
jhesselb@comcast.net 


